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SUMMARY 


The  general  health  of  the  County  remained  at  a satisfactory  level  during 
1947  in  spite  of  the  continuance  of  many  adverse  environmental  conditions, 
particularly  overcrowding,  which  persists  because  of  the  slow  progress  of 
housing  plans,  held  up  by  restriction  of  materials  and  labour.  Contributing 
to  the  satisfactory  overall  picture  were  the  generally  good  record  of  maternal 
and  infant  welfare,  and  the  low  incidence  of  serious  infectious  disease,  with 
the  one  exception  of  tuberculosis,  reference  to  which  will  be  made  later. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  birth  rate  for  1947  was  24.1  as  compared  with  22.6  in  1946.  3.8  per 

cent,  of  the  2069  births  referable  to  the  County  were  illegitimate,  against  a 
percentage  of  4.3  in  1946.  The  marriage  rate  in  1947  was  7.8  as  against  7.9 
in  1946.  The  death  rate  of  11.9  per  1000  of  the  population  shows  little  change 
from  the  previous  figure  of  11.3.  Scotland’s  rate  in  1947  was  12.9 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

This  year  there  has  been  a noticeable  drop  in  the  number  of  visits  paid 
by  health  visitors  to  infants  and  children  under  five,  although  the  number 
of  new  cases  visited  was  practically  the  same  as  last  year.  The  total  visits 
to  all  cases  was  12,000  as  compared  with  21,000  in  1946.  This  is  due  to  a 
variety  of  causes,  chief  among  which  were  extra  work  involved  in  the  treat- 
ment ol  cases  of  scalp  ringworm,  the  increase  in  school  work  consequent 
on  the  employment  of  an  additional  school  medical  officer,  and  the  absence 
of  health  visitors  in  the  Broxburn  and  Bo’ness  areas  for  periods  totalling  over 
six  months.  The  reduction  of  visits  is  most  noticeable  in  the  case  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  one  and  five,  the  health  visitors  wisely  concentrating  on 
the  children  under  one  year.  The  supply  of  health  visitors  continues  much 
below  the  demand,  but  even  if  the  full  strength  had  been  maintained  through- 
out the  year  without  a break,  much  would  still  have  remained  to  be  done. 
Reference  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  to  the  immediate  need  for  three 
additional  health  visitors,  with  later  a further  big  increase  to  meet  the 
extended  scope  of  health  visiting  envisaged  by  the  National  Health  Service 
Act.  In  May,  a recommendation  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  to  create 
a new  district  in  the  south-western  area  of  the  County,  comprising  Blackburn, 
Stoneyburn  and  Fauldhouse,  was  approved,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  it 
had  not  been  possible  to  obtain  a qualified  health  visitor  to  undertake  the 
work. 

New  child  welfare  clinics  were  opened  during  the  year  at  Stoneyburn 
R.C.  School,  South  Qucensferry  Burgh  Chambers  and  the  Millan  Hall, 
Harthill,  bringing  the  total  number  of  such  clinics  in  the  County  up  to  12. 
Wet  and  stormy  weather  conditions  during  Autumn  and  Winter  have  in 
some  cases  brought  down  attendance  figures,  but  all  the  new  ventures  have 
proved  their  usefulness,  and  health  visitors  found  them  not  only  convenient 
centres  for  the  diffusion  of  instruction  on  infant  feeding  and  hygiene,  but  also 
economisers  of  their  valuable  time. 
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MATERNITY  SERVICES  SCHEME. 


The  Scheme  now  covers  the  whole  of  the  County,  and  bookings  reached 
a total  of  1463  for  the  year,  an  increase  of  100  over  the  previous  year.  It 
is  likely  that  this  figure  represents  saturation  point  in  relation  to  the  present 
birth  rate,  particularly  as  plans  to  provide  maternity  beds  in  Bangour 
Hospital  for  County  cases  were  well  advanced  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
infant  mortality  rate  for  scheme  cases  was  40  compared  with  43  for  all  births. 

The  uptake  of  dietary  supplements  by  expectant  mothers  shows  a notable 
advance  over  that  of  the  previous  year,  the  comparison  being  as  follows  : — 


1946 

0/ 

1947 

0/ 

Orange  Juice  .... 

/o 

37.8 

/o 

35 

Cod  Liver  Oil  ..  . 

24 

37 

Vitamin  A and  D Tablets  .... 

39.3 

49 

The  slight  drop  in  orange  juice  consumption  is  explained  by  the  increased 
supply  of  fre;h  oranges  during  1947. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  report  on  the  School  Health  Services  is  published  separately,  but  it 
may  be  noted  here  that  in  October  a Scheme  for  the  provision  of  Orthopaedic 
Services  to  children  of  school  and  pre-school  age  was  approved  by  the 
Education  Committee.  The  Scheme  includes  the  provision  of  hospital  beds 
in  the  Princess  Margaret  Rose  Hospital,  Edinburgh,  the  holding  of  Ortho- 
paedic Clinics  in  various  centres  in  the  County  by  an  Orthopaedic  Surgeon 
from  the  hospital,  and  the  appointment  of  an  Orthopaedic  after-care  Sister 
to  attend  children  at  the  Clinics  and  in  their  own  homes  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  prescribed  treatment  and  exercising  general  supervision.  The 
Scheme,  when  it  becomes  operative,  will  undoubtedly  provide  a valuable 
means  of  detecting  and  remedying  Orthopaedic  defects  before  they  lead  to 
permanent  deformity. 

The  appointment  of  two  additional  school  dentists,  approved  by  the 
Education  Committee  last  year,  was  made  in  April. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  September  a rise  occurred  in  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases, 
with  an  even  distribution  throughout  the  burghal  and  landward  areas,  and 
this  increase  was  maintained  till  the  end  of  the  year.  Fortunately  the  type 
of  infection  was  mild,  giving  rise  to  no  serious  complications.  Hospital 
accommodation  was  severely  taxed,  as  most  of  the  cases  came  from  homes 
in  which,  owing  to  overcrowding,  satisfactory  isolation  was  not  possible. 
No  cases  of  typhoid  or  para- typhoid  fever  occurred  during  the  year. 
Diphtheria  cases  showed  a further  decrease  during  1947.  Of  the  26  cases  notified, 
as  compared  with  40  in  the  previous  year,  only  2 were  accepted  as  suffering 
from  true  diphtheria.  One  was  found  to  be  a diphtheria  carrier,  the  other 
case,  that  of  a child  of  6,  died,  the  diagnosis  having  to  be  accepted  on  clinical 
grounds  only,  as  swabs  proved  negative. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  a further  rise  in  the  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis took  place,  the  numbers  being  111  as  compared  with  98  last  year. 
The  non-pulmonary  notifications  showed  a slight  drop  from  the  previous 
year’s  level.  Both  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  deaths  recorded  for  the 
year  showed  a large  increase  : 55  pulmonary  and  12  non-pulmonary,  as 
against  24  pulmonary  and  3 non-pulmonary  in  1946.  This  definite  increase 
of  serious  pulmonary  disease  is  a matter  for  grave  concern.  The  chief 
operative  causes  of  the  increase  are  none  too  easy  to  assess,  and  the  whole 
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question  will  call  for  careful  investigation  by  the  hospital  service  when  the 
new  Health  Act  comes  into  operation.  There  is  little  doubt,  however,  that 
the  restriction  of  hospital  beds  owing  to  lack  of  nursing  and  domestic  staff 
favours  the  spread  of  infection  in  overcrowded  homes  where  cases  are 
awaiting  removal  to  hospital.  The  comparatively  large  number  of  deaths 
from  tuberculous  meningitis  (classed  as  non-pulmonary)  supports  this 
assumption.  The  detection  of  the  early  case  is  also  hampered  by  lack  of 
supervising  medical  staff.  A mass  radiological  survey  of  the  area,  provided 
supervision  were  adequate,  would  greatly  contribute  to  the  control  of  the 
disease.  Priority  in  the  rehousing  of  tuberculous  families  is  now  an  obligation 
of  all  house  letting  committees,  and  they  should  take  full  advantage  of  this 
ruling. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  requiring  treatment  showed  a slight  decrease  over 
last  year’s  figures  ; they  are  still  high  as  compared  with  1939  levels. 

HOSPITALS. 

Both  hospitals  continued  to  have  a busy  year  during  1947  and  the 
accommodation  for  tuberculosis  cases  was  taxed  to  its  utmost.  Staffing 
difficulties  continued  to  be  acute  and  in  the  case  of  Bo’ness  Hospital  it  was 
found  necessary  to  engage  a number  of  part-time  nurses. 

High  credit  is  due  to  both  Matrons  for  their  efforts  to  keep  the  hospitals 
running  efficiently,  and  it  can  be  said  that  they  have  succeeded  in  this  task 
remarkably  well. 

Dr.  Candlish’s  report  on  St.  Michael’s  Hospital  dealing  with  the  institutional 
care  of  the  sick  will  be  found  under  that  heading.  It  reveals  a satisfactory 
year’s  work  in  spite  of  formidable  difficulties. 

STAFF. 

The  work  of  the  School  Health  Services  has  been  badly  hampered  through 
lack  of  adequate  medical  staff  and  in  May,  sanction  was  obtained  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a temporary  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  a period  of  six  months. 
Dr.  Borrowman  took  up  duty  as  the  new  temporary  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
in  September,  and  besides  giving  invaluable  help  to  Dr.  Ross,  assisted  in  the 
examination  and  supervision  of  tuberculosis  cases.  The  need  for  this  additional 
Assistant  will  certainly  continue  and  the  post  should  be  made  permanent. 

It  is  a pleasure  once  more  to  acknowledge  thankfully  the  excellent  work 
of  all  doctors,  nurses  and  clerical  staff  during  the  year,  and  their  continued 
spirit  of  willing  co-operation,  without  which  no  co-ordinated  service  can  be 
successfully  administered. 


County  Buildings,  Linlithgow, 
23rd  August,  1948. 


L.  J.  HOWIE, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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COUNTY  OF  WEST  LOTHIAN 

VITAL  STATISTICS— YEAR  1947 


West  Lothian 

Armadale 

Bathgate 

Bo 'ness 

Linlithgow 

South 

Queensferry 

Whitburn 

Landward 

Population  Census,  1931  .... 

81426 

4854 

10097 

10095 

3666 

1798 

2440 

48476 

Population  Estimated,  1947 

85905 

5706 

10548 

10184 

3450 

2129 

4301 

49587 

No.  Births  (Corrected) 

2069 

154 

268 

224 

83 

61 

115 

1164 

Illegitimate  .... 

81 

4 

12 

6 

4 

3 

6 

46 

Still  Births  (Corrected) 

62 

5 

5 

10 

1 

6 

3 

32 

Marriages  Registered 

671 

56 

134 

96 

32 

15 

38 

300 

No.  Deaths  (Corrected) 

941 

60 

112 

106 

58 

27 

38 

540 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Children  under  1 year  .... 

88 

10 

5 1 1 

CAUSES  OF 

3 5 

DEATH. 

7 

47 

Typhoid  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid  ) 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Diphtheria  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

55 

8 

8 

2 

3 

1 

4 

29 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

12 

3 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

6 

Syphilis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Influenza 

7 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Measles 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Infectious  or  Parasitic  Diseases  .... 

6 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Cancer,  Malignant  Tumours 

127 

6 

13 

16 

8 

4 

4 

76 

Tumours,  Non-Malignant  or  not  Defined 

Acute  Rheumatism 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes  Mellitus  .... 

9 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

7 

Other  General  Diseases 

17 

1 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

9 

Meningitis,  Diseases  of  Spinal  Cord 

7 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

108 

5 

13 

14 

9 

2 

4 

61 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

10 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Heart  Disease 

247 

8 

26 

27 

22 

10 

9 

145 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

22 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

2 

15 

Bronchitis  

27 

2 

7 

7 

— 

1 

1 

9 

Pneumonia 

50 

4 

9 

2 

3 

3 

1 

28 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

14 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

9 

Gastric  and  Duodenal  Ulcer 

11 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

5 

Diarrhoea  (all  ages) 

11 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

7 

Appendicitis 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver 

7 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  .... 

13 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

8 

Nephritis,  Acute  or  Chronic 

20 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

9 

Other  Diseases  of  Genito-Urinary  System 

11 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

2 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

3 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diseases  of  Skin  and  Organs  of  Movement 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congen.  Dcbil.,  Prem.  Birth,  Malform.,  etc. 

47 

8 

2 

8 

1 

1 

4 

23 

Old  Age 

19 

— 

6 

— 

2 

1 

1 

9 

Suicide 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Road  Transport  Accidents 

12 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Other  Violence 

47 

1 

4 

4 

2 

1 

3 

32 

Causes  Ill-Defined  or  Unknown  .... 

5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

941 

60 

112 

106 

58 

27 

38  540 

BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  FOR  COUNTY 
(Landward  and  Burghal)  per  1000  POPULATION 


Birth  Rate  (Corrected) 

Death  Rate,  all  Causes  (Corrected)  .... 
Death  Rate,  Tuberculosis  (Corrected) 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Births 


1946 

1947 

Scotland 

22.6 

24.1 

22.0 

11.3 

11.0 

12.9 

.33 

.78 

.80 

51.0 

43.0 

56.0 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  IN  THE  VARIOUS  AGE 
GROUPS  DURING  1947. 

South 


West 

Arma- 

Bath- 

Bo’- 

Lin- 

Queens- 

Whit- 

Land- 

Ages at  Death 

Lothian 

dale 

gate 

ness 

lithgo 

w ferry 

burn 

ward 

Under  1 . 

88 

10 

5 

11 

3 

5 

7 

47 

1—  4 . 

9 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

5—  9 . 

7 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

10—14  . 

8 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

15—24  . 

31 

4 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

17 

25—34  . 

44 

4 

6 

3 

1 

— 

3 

27 

35—44  . 

57 

7 

5 

5 

2 

2 

2 

34 

45—54  . 

62 

3 

6 

7 

6 

— 

3 

37 

55—64  . 

156 

8 

23 

19 

5 

4 

4 

93 

65—74  . 

..  229 

10 

29 

26 

14 

6 

9 

135 

75—84  . 

..  198 

11 

23 

23 

18 

7 

7 

109 

85  and  over  . 

52 

— 

6 

9 

8 

1 

1 

27 

Not  stated 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

941 

60 

112 

106 

58 

27 

38 

540 

I.— MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


BIRTHS 


(a)  Total  number  of  Births  occurring  in  the  area  during  year  ....  1467 

(b)  Number  of  Births  in  (a)  classified  according  to  nature  of 

attendance  at  confinement : — 

(i)  Maternity  Services  Scheme  Cases — 

(a)  with  doctor  ....  ....  ....  ....  414 

(b)  without  doctor  ....  ....  ....  . 855 

(ii)  Other  Domiciliary  Cases — 

(a)  with  doctor  ....  ....  . ..  ....  . ...  23 

( b ) with  midwife  alone  (no  doctor  booked)  13 

(c)  conducted  by  outdoor  staff  of  Institution  . None 

(d)  without  doctor  or  midwife  ....  ....  ....  None 

(iii)  Cases  notified  by  Institutions  (including  those  in  private 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes)  ....  133 

No.  notified  in  County  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1231 

(а)  By  midwives  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1098 

(б)  By  Institutions  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  133 
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In  1947  there  were  1 1 private  midwives  practising  in  the  County  and  they 
conducted  7 cases  without  a doctor  being  booked.  They  made  24  calls  for 
assistance  and  they  had  7 still  births  and  1 puerperal  pyrexia  in  their  practice. 

They  attended  498  births  under  the  County  Maternity  Services  Scheme. 

District  Nurses  conducted  594  confinements  without  a doctor  being 
present,  and  made  69  calls  for  assistance.  They  had  15  still  births  in  the 
891  cases.  They  attended  280  cases  with  a doctor. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

DEATHS  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUPS. 


Under  1 — 4 1 — 3 3 — 6 6 — 12 
1 week  weeks  m’t’s  m’ths  m’ths  Total 


Atelectasis... 

— 

— 



1 



1 

Whooping-cough  .... 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Convulsions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

5 

4 

3 

15 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  .... 

— 

— 

5 

3 

2 

10 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Premature  Birth  .... 

15 

2 

2 

1 

— 

20 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

3 

1 

2 

1 

— 

7 

Suffocation  and  Overlaying 

2 

— 

1 

2 

— 

5 

Hydrocephalus 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Spina  Bifida 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

All  other  Causes  .... 

8 

1 

3 

1 

2 

15 

Total 

30 

10 

20 

18 

10 

88 

DEATH  RATES  PER  1000  BIRTHS. 

*Still  Births  Under  1 Month  Under  1 Year 
All  Cases  ....  ....  29  — 43 

Scheme  Cases  ....  13  — 40 

*Thc  Still  Birth  Rate  is  calculated  on  all  births ; others  on  live  births  only. 

In  former  years  it  was  the  practice  to  compare  the  infant  mortality  rate 
in  Scheme  Cases  with  that  in  Non-Scheme  Cases,  but  this  year  the  number 
of  the  latter  is  so  small  as  to  render  the  calculation  of  a rate  statistically 
valueless. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


(a)  Deaths  from  Puerperal  Fever  ....  ....  ....  — 

( b ) Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  Causes  ....  ....  3 

HOME  VISITATION. 

Number  of  New  Total  Visits  to 
Cases  Visited  all  Cases 

Infants  2243  6119 

Children  1 — 5 years  ....  ....  1850  5872 

Expectant  Mothers  ....  ....  ....  114  168 

Nursing  Mothers  ....  ....  930  1509 
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CLINICS. 


Armadale  Clinic  meets  every  Wednesday  from  2 to  4 p.m. 

Bathgate  (Mid  Street)  Clinic  meets  every  Thursday  at  2 p.m. 

Bathgate  (West)  Clinic  meets  every  Tuesday  at  2.15  p.m. 

Blackburn  Clinic  meets  every  Wednesday  from  2 to  4 p.m. 

Blackridge  Clinic  meets  every  Thursday  from  2 to  4 p.m. 

Bo’ness  Clinic  meets  every  Thursday  from  2 to  4 p.m. 

Fauldhouse  Clinic  meets  every  Tuesday  from  2 to  4 p.m. 

Harthill  Clinic  meets  every  Wednesday  from  2 to  4 p.m.  (Millan  Hall). 
Linlithgow  Clinic  meets  every  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  from  3 to  4 p.m. 
Whitburn  Clinic  meets  every  Thursday  from  2 to  4 p.m. 

Stoneybum  Clinic  meets  every  Tuesday  from  2 to  4 p.m. 

South  Queensferry  Clinic  meets  every  Tuesday  from  2 to  4 p.m. 


ATTENDANCES. 


Armadale 

Bathgate 
(Mid  St.) 

Id 

£ 'jn 

e 

O 

UJD 

'V 

V 

n 

3 

o 

Linlithgow 

CtJ  4-> 
fcjO  A 

4-> 

oj  C 

.a 

o 

3 

c 

rX 

u 

aJ 

s 

Bo’ness 

42 

2 

2 

(a)  No.  of  Children 

Attending — 
Under  1 year  193 

176 

54 

54 

100 

171 

172 

54 

Over  1 year  82 
(6)  Total  No.  of  At- 

17 

24 

20 

55 

16 

41 

3 

tendances  of 
Children — 

Under  1 year  1171 

1292 

393 

306 

675 

874 

870 

212 

Over  1 year  126 

49 

65 

45 

82 

43 

104 

4 

3 

■O 


199 

23 


yr 
— cf 


42  i 

A u 


54 


13 

6 


i- 

e -T 


O' 1 

C 

c c 
-*-»  o 
rJ)  o 


75 


365 

169 


£5 

x rS 
o 


cy  b 
vi  8 


56 

37 


193 

64 


MATERNITY  SERVICES  SCHEME 


BOOKINGS. 


1946 

1947 

District  Nurses  

904 

929 

Private  Midwives 

459 

534 

HNEMENTS. 

1946 

1947 

Abortion  or  Miscarriage 

17 

13 

Pseudo-Pregnancies  .... 

1 

6 

B.B.A.  

26 

29 

At  Home  — (a)  Doctor  and  Midwife 

400 

414 

( b ) Midwife  only 

693 

855 

In  Hospital  (a)  Medical  reasons 

86 

137 

(b)  Housing  reasons 

Percentage  of  Confinements  conducted  by 

2 

1 

Midwife  alone  .... 

Percentage  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital  for 

63% 

65* 

medical  reasons 

8% 

9* 

Consultants  called  in 

5 

2 

Anaesthetists  called  in 

8 

4 

10 


The  reasons  for  admission  of  cases  to  hospital  were  as  follows  : — 


MEDICAL. 


Post  Partum  Haemorrhage  ....  14 

Malpresentation  ....  ....  (i 

Delayed  Labour  ....  ....  12 

Ruptured  Membranes  ....  3 

Contracted  Pelvis  ....  ....  6 

Pyelitis  ....  ....  ....  6 

Occipito  Posterior  ....  ....  10 

Retained  Placenta  ....  ....  9 

Missed  Abortion  ....  ....  4 

Oedema  ....  ....  ....  3 

Prolapsed  Cord  ....  ....  2 

Pre-eclamptic  Toxaemia  ....  5 

Breech  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

Placenta  Praevia  ....  ....  2 

Eclampsia  ....  ....  11 

Albuminuria  ....  ....  ....  3 


Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ....  1 

Jaundice  ....  ....  ....  1 

Post  Partum  Haemorrhage  ....  4 

Anaemia  ....  ....  ....  2 

Hypertension  ....  ....  ....  5 

Vaginal  Bleeding  ....  ....  3 

Dystocia  ....  ....  ....  1 

Specific  Disease  ....  ....  1 

Threatened  Miscarriage  ....  1 

Haematemasis  ....  ....  1 

Abdominal  Pain  ....  ....  1 

Post  Partum  Fits  ....  ....  1 

Obesity  of  Pregnancy  ....  1 

Inertia  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Hyperpesia  ....  ....  ....  1 

Unusual  Case  ....  ....  ....  1 


(Admitted  to  R.S.M.P.  by 
arrangement) 


VITAMINS. 

GOVERNMENT  SCHEME  FOR  DISTRIBUTION  OF  FREE  OR  CHEAP 
MILK  AND  VITAMIN  PREPARATIONS. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  938  expectant  mothers  and  6948 
children  in  receipt  of  free  or  cheap  milk.  The  percentage  of  eligible  partici- 
pants making  use  of  the  vitamin  scheme  was  35%  for  orange  juice,  37%  for 
cod  liver  oil,  and  49%  for  A.  and  D.  tablets. 

One  maternity  outfit  was  supplied  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 


1.  Notified  by  Doctors 

2.  Notified  by  Midwives 

3.  Admitted  to  Hospital 

4.  Number  of  Deaths 


Puerperal 

Fever 

5 
1 

6 
0 


Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

4 

2 

4 

0 


II.— SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 


The  Report  of  the  School  Health  Services  is  issued  separately. 
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III. — INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  cases  notified  during  the  year  are  shown 

T3  o .. 

a rt  tn 

> r. 

■S  5 Jf  S 

d u rt  O 

J < K ffl 

on  the  appended  table. 

£ t a 5 -s  ” 
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J (flCJ  £ H 

•M 

o 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

4 

1 







1 

6 

1 

11 

Diphtheria  .... 

18 

5 

— 

1 

1 — 

1 

26 

— 

40 

Dysentery  .... 

16 

3 

19 

11 

20 

Erysipelas  .... 

27 

2 

3 

7 

— 2 

— 

41 

34 

45 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .... 

Pneumonia  Acute  Influenzal 

10 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

9 

13 

Pneumonia  Acute  Primary 

44 

8 

23 

6 

— 2 

4 

87 

52 

78 

Para  Typhoid  Fever 

Malaria 

5 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 1 

1 

6 

— 

6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

6 

2 

10 

Poliomyelitis  Acute 

5 

1 

— 

1 

— 1 

— 

8 

3 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

62 

15 

42 

8 

8 — 

6 

141 

7 

107 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary  .... 

74 

7 

10 

5 

5 1 

9 

111 

36 

98 

Tuberculosis  Non-Pulmonary 

21 

3 

2 

3 

— 1 

1 

31 

26 

20 

Total 

285 

45 

84 

32 

14  8 

26 

494 

181 

454 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  free  of  charge 
to  medical  practitioners. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  diphtheria  immunisation  campaign  was  continued  during  the  year_ 
1353  pre-school  and  138  school  children  being  immunised,  1165  maintenance 
injections  given.  The  effect  of  immunisation  is  indicated  by  the  following  : — 

Aver-  Aver- 
age age 

1931-35  1936-40  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947 

Notifications  ....  285  326  170  81  106  S3  46  40  26 

Two  persons  who  had  had  inoculations,  developed  diphtheria.  There  was 
one  death  from  diphtheria  during  the  year. 
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HOSPITALS. 


Statistics  for  Year  to  31st  December,  1947. 

A.  IN-PATIENTS. 

Tippethill  Bo’ness 


Infectious 

Tuber- 

Sick 

Tuber- 

Diseases 

culosis 

Poor 

culosis 

1.  Total  Number  of  Admissions 

....  313 

16 

7 

44 

2.  Total  Number  of  Discharges 

306 

10 

2 

30 

3.  Number  of  Deaths 

13 

6 

9 

16 

4.  Average  Duration  of  Stay  of 

Pat- 

ients  included  in  2 and  3 (days)  36 

91* 

Oil 

223 

5.  Number  of  Beds  Occupied 

(a)  Average  during  year 

18 

7 

11 

18 

(b)  Highest 

40 

11 

13 

24 

(c)  Lowest 

7 

5 

8 

15 

6.  No.  of  Surgical  Operations — 

(a)  Under  General  or  Spinal 

An- 

aesthesia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Other  Operations 

— 

— 

— 

— 

B.  NURSING  STAFF. 

Matron 

1 

1 

Trained  Nurses 

4 

4 (2  Part-time) 

Probationers  .... 

11 

— 

Assistant  Nurses  (Enrolled) 

2 

3 (1  Part-time) 

Assistant  Nurses  (Unregistered) 

— 

4 

Average  Number  of  Hours  of  Duty  per  Week  : — 

Day 

Night 

Day 

Night 

Staff 

Staff 

Staff 

Staff 

Matron 

60 

on  call 

52 

on  call 

Trained  Nurses 

48 

— 

52 

— 

Probationers  .... 

48 

48 

— 

— 

Assistant  Nurses 

48 

48 

52 

66 

Part-time  Nurses 

24  (Bo’ness  Hospital) 

Male  Nursing  Orderly 

48  (Bo 

'ness  Hospital) 

IV.— TUBERCULOSIS  SCHEME. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  treatment  provided  : — 

1.  Admission  to  hospital  or  sanatoria  as  required. 

2.  Provision  of  medical  comforts  ; i.e.,  food  as  an  addition  to  ordinary  diet. 
There  were  no  applicants  for  this  provision  during  the  year. 

3.  Provision  of  drugs  (including  Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion  or  Malt,  Dressings 
and  Apparatus).  Thirty-three  patients  were  supplied  during  the  year  at 
a cost  of  ^61  9s.  8*d. 

4.  Provision  of  travelling  expenses  in  special  cases  for  patients  travelling  to 
Edinburgh  for  " Light  Treatment.”  No  expenses  were  paid  during  the 
year. 

5.  Provision,  in  doubtful  cases,  for  examination  by  X-ray.  272  cases  were 
so  examined  during  the  year,  161  on  two  occasions,  84  X-rays  were  taken 
for  diagnostic  purposes  in  suspected  cases  and  27  of  contacts.  Four  of 
the  suspected  cases  proved  to  be  positive. 


I 
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Notified  in  1047. 


Area 

Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

Pul 

Landward 

74 

21 

150 

Armadale 

7 

3 

17 

Bathgate  

10 

2 

33 

Bo’ness  .... 

6 

3 

30 

Linlithgow 

5 

— 

13 

South  Queensferry 

1 

1 

5 

Whitburn 

9 

1 

16 

Total  Cases  in  Area 
Non-Pul. 

38 
5 
8 
9 

2 
5 


111 


31 


204 


67 


Number  of  Persons  resident  in  the  area  at  31st  December, 
1947,  who  were  known  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 


Notified  1947 

Total  in  Area 
31/12/47 

Notified  1947 

Total  in  Area 
31/12/47 


M.  — 1 

F.  — 1 

M.  — 1 

F.  — 1 


M.  — 1 

F.  — 3 

M.  — 1 

F.  — 4 


O 

•O 

•0 

»o 

ic 

rj 3 

'P  -< 

T)  Cl 

■c  -t 

rp 

H 
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a 

P 

p 
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P 
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o 12 
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>o 

"O 

»o 

•+*/ 

La 

iO 

P 

^ a 

rH  P 

Cl 

p 

p 

p 

P 

p 

P 

p 

p 

p 

3 

PULMONARY 


— 

6 

20 

22 

4 

3 

1 

57 

2 

4 

27 

13 

5 

2 

— 

54 

4 

8 

37 

49 

13 

16 

3 

131 

3 

6 

63 

41 

10 

3 

— 

133 

NON-PULMO^ARY 

5 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

12 

2 

5 

4 

1 

— 

3 

1 

19 

9 

2 

8 

1 

1 

1 

2 

25 

5 

6 

10 

9 

3 

3 

2 

42 

In  Sanatoria 

Admitted 

Discharged  In  Sanatoria 

on  1st  Jan., 

during 

or  died 

on  31st  Dec., 

1947 

1947 

during  1947 

1947 

Males  .... 

28 

28 

13 

26 

Females 

38 

40 

15 

36 

Children 

15 

12 

2 

18 

81  80  30  80 


138  Cases  treated  during  1947  suffered  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and 
23  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

AFTER-CARE  OF  SURGICAL  TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  is  an  arrangement  whereby,  cases  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  of 
bones  and  joints  after  treatment  in  East  Fortune  Sanatorium,  are  examined 
periodically  by  the  consulting  surgeon  of  the  Sanatorium.  These  cases  are 
mostly  discharged  with  the  progress  of  the  disease  arrested,  but  where  a 
controlling  apparatus  is  still  necessary. 

The  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  the  surgeon  together  make  examinations  of 
these  cases  in  Linlithgow,  and  keep  them  under  observation  until  the 
apparatus  can  be  discarded.  One  clinic  was  held  during  the  year  and 
eighteen  patients  examined. 
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Number  of  Persons  who  died  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  Area 
during  the  year,  with  particulars  as  to  period  elapsing 
between  notification  and  death,  and  between  discharge  from 
an  Institution  and  Death. 


Males  Females 

Pulmonary. 

No.  of  Persons 

who  died  from  Tuber- 

culosis  .... 

28  27 

Of  whom — 


Not  notified  or  notified  only  at  or  after 


death  .... 

7 

3 

Notified  less  than  1 month  before  death 

4 

3 

Notified  from  1 to  3 months  before  death 

1 

3 

Notified  from  3 to  6 months  before  death 

2 

3 

Notified  from  6 to  12  months  before  death 

3 

7 

Notified  from  1 to  2 years  before  death  .... 

2 

— 

Notified  over  2 years  before  death 
No.  who  died  within  28  days  after  dis- 

9 

8 

charge  from  an  Institution  .... 

No.  who  died  more  than  28  days  after 

— 

1 

discharge  from  an  Institution 

6 

4 

Males  Females 
Non-Pulmonary. 

2 10 


1 5 

2 


1 

1 

1 1 


Tuberculosis  Treatment  Allowances  as  from 
1-1-47  to  31-12-47. 


Number  of  applications  received  ....  ....  ....  ....  47 

Number  granted  allowance  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  29 

Number  granted  special  payment  (Hospital  Cases)  ....  ....  6 

Number  refused  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Refused. — 

Medical  Grounds  ....  ....  ....  ....  0 

Financial  Grounds  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Total  payments  to  31/12/47  ....  ....  ....  ....  ^2,268  6 7 

Less. — Repayments  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 4 8 


.£2,266  1 11 


V. — VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  Scheme  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Venereal  Diseases 
in  the  County  remains  as  before. 

Patients  attend  for  consultation  and  treatment  at  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Edinburgh,  where  they  may  be  admitted  to  special  wards  for  in-treatment  if 
necessary. 

Examinations  of  specimens  are  carried  out  at  the  Infirmary  Laboratory. 

Medical  Practitioners  in  the  County  are  supplied  with  the  necessary  out- 
fits for  taking  specimens,  which  are  sent  to  the  Clinical  Pathologist,  Patho- 
logical Laboratory,  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh. 
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CASES  ATTENDING  CENTRE. 


S. 

G. 

C.  S.S.  N.S.D.  NIL. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M. 

F.  M.  F. 

Year  1940 

....  28  27 

35  20 

0 — — — 38 

6 49  88 

Year  1947 

....  21  29 

29  15 

2 — — — 37 

21  38  29 

Totals  for 

1940. 

Totals  for 

1947. 

Total — Males  .... 

156 

Total— Males 

127 

Females 

141 

Females  .... 

94 

Grand  Total  .... 

297 

Grand  Total 

221 

Attendances 

2381 

Attendances 

2875 

Approx.  No.  still  attending  .... 

110 

Approx.  No.  still  attending  13j 

ADMISSIONS  TO 

HOSPITAL. 

Year 

Males 

Females  Total 

No.  of  Days 

1946 

30 

29  59 

1137 

1947 

28 

40  68 

984 

Travelling  expenses  to  and  from  Edinburgh  for  treatment  were  paid  in 
29  cases  at  a cost  of  ^46  10s.  3d. 


VI.— SUPPLY  OF  INSULIN. 

Eight  patients  were  supplied  with  insulin  during  the  year  at  a cost  of 
£85  5s.  lOd. 


VII.— NURSING  OF  SICK  POOR. 

This  is  done  by  the  District  Nursing  Association  who  receive  grants  from 
the  Local  Authority.  Cases  can  be  admitted  to  St.  Michael’s  Hospital. 
Linlithgow,  or  Bo’ness  Hospital. 

Dr.  Candlish,  the  Medical  Officer  of  St.  Michael’s  Home,  reports  : — 

BUILDINGS. — No  structural  alterations  or  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  this  year,  but  there  is  now  considerable  need  for  re-decoration 

STAFF. — Changes  of  nursing  staff  have  been  frequent,  but  on  the  whole 
the  care  of  the  sick  has  been  well  and  efficiently  carried  on.  The  male 
orderlies  continue  to  be  of  great  help,  although  Matron  often  finds  difficulty 
in  filling  a breach  caused  by  failure  of  an  orderly  to  come  on  duty,  from 
illness  or  other  cause.  It  would  be  very  helpful  if  this  side  of  the  staff  could 
be  augmented,  to  allow  for  holidays  and  other  off-time. 

FOOD. — -No  serious  complaints  have  been  heard,  but  the  lack  of  variety 
is  certainly  commented  on,  with  good  reason  ; but  it  is  realised  that  under 
existing  rationing  conditions  no  improvement  can  be  looked  for. 

DRUGS. — All  drugs  prescribed  have  been  acquired,  and  shortages  are 
much  less  apparent  than  for  some  years.  It  is  still  not  possible  to  make  use 
of  Penicillin  injections  owing  to  lack  of  a refrigerator.  Penicillin  must  be 
stored  in  a refrigerator  to  retain  its  potency,  and  although  a request  was 
made  over  a year  ago  for  a small  refrigerator  for  this  purpose,  none  has  yet 
materialised,  and  I appeal  for  urgent  consideration  of  this  requirement. 
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GENERAL. — It  becomes  increasingly  noticeable  how  many  more  old 
people  are  sent  to  Hospital  now  than  before  the  war,  old  people  for  whom 
very  little  can  be  done.  No  doubt  lack  of  accommodation  at  home,  lack  of 
outside  help  for  nursing,  and  general  shortage  of  suitable  food  all  play  their 
part  ; but  it  means  that  a great  many  are  sent  to  Hospital  merely  to  die 
rather  than  from  any  hope  that  they  may  be  restored  to  a useful  life.  It 
should  be  noted  that  21  deaths  in  a total  of  31  for  the  year  were  those  of 
patients  between  70  and  80  years.  This  makes  nursing  of  such  cases  a tedious, 
disappointing  and  often  exacting  type  of  work,  and  the  nursing  staff  generally, 
and  the  Matron,  Miss  Wright,  in  particular,  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their 
devotion  to  the  patients  under  somewhat  thankless  circumstances. 

STATISTICS. 


Men 

Women  Children 

Total 

On  Sick  List,  1/1/47 

34 

21 

1 

56 

Admitted  during  year 

47 

25 

2 

74 

81 

46 

3 

130 

Died  during  year 

23 

8 

— 

31 

Discharged  during  year 

12 

7 

— 

19 

Transferred  to  other  Hospitals  .... 

9 

8 

1 

18 

Transferred  to  ordinary  wards 

— 

3 

1 

4 

Remaining  on  Sick  List  at  31/12/47 

37 

20 

1 

58 

Average  daily  numbers  on  Sick  List  for  1947 
Average  daily  numbers  in  Hospital  for  1947  .... 
Average  age  at  death 


53 

40 

72 


Of  those  who  died,  the  period  of  residence  varied  from 
a day. 


15J  years  to  half 


Age  Groups  at  Death — 

80 — 90  years  ....  ....  ....  4 

70 — 80  years  ..  ....  ....  21 

60 — 70  years  ....  ....  ....  4 

Under  60  years  ....  ....  ....  2 


Total  ....  ....  31 


VIII.— AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(SEE  REPORT  FOR  1936). 

IX.— PORT  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 

127  Vessels  arrived  from  foreign  ports  ; all  had  clean  bills  of  health. 

During  the  period  when  plague  was  prevalent  in  the  Memel-Stettin  area 
of  the  eastern  Baltic,  preparations  were  made  to  deal  with  any  vessels,  which 
might  arrive  from  that  area.  Fortunately  none  did  arrive. 

The  crew  of  a vessel  from  Lubeck  was  examined  by  Dr.  Howieson.  This 
crew  was  inspected,  because  the  plague  infested  area  had  not  then  been 
clearly  defined. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


Supplies  for  the  County  are  derived  from  Baddinsgill  Reservoir  in  the 
Parish  of  West  Linton,  Peeblesshire,  Forrestburn  Reservoir  in  the  Parish  of 
Shotts,  Lanarkshire,  Binny  Reservoir  in  the  Parish  of  Uphall,  West  Lothian, 
underground  tanks  in  the  Parish  of  Torphichen,  West  Lothian,  Bcecraigs 
Reservoir  in  the  Parish  of  Linlithgow,  and  Morton  Reservoir  in  the  Parish 
of  Kirknewton,  Midlothian. 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  distribution  of  water  supplies 
throughout  the  area,  gravitation  water  being  available  in  all  but  the  higher 
reaches  of  the  County,  supplies  having  been  well  maintained. 

Where  necessary,  extensions  have  been  made  in  areas  being  developed  for 
housing  purposes. 


DRAINAGE. 

Special  Drainage  Districts  are  situated  at  Bathville,  Blackburn,  Black- 
ridge,  Bo’ness,  Broxburn  (including  Uphall,  Uphall  Station  and  Dechmont), 
Burnhouse,  Carriden,  East  Whitburn,  Fauldhouse,  Kirkliston,  Linlithgow- 
bridge,  Livingston  Station,  Longridge,  Muirhouses,  Newtown,  Seafield, 
Stoneyburn  and  Bents,  Torphichen,  Whiteside  and  Winchburgh. 

Private  drainage  systems  are  in  operation  in  the  following  small  villages  : — 
Breich  ; Bridgend,  Linlithgow  ; Dalmeny  ; Greenrigg,  Harthill ; Newton, 
Winchburgh ; Philpstoun ; Roman  Camp,  Broxburn  ; Westfield  and 
Woodend,  Armadale. 

The  various  drainage  systems  and  sewage  disposal  works  have  been 
operating  and  are  maintained  in  a fairly  satisfactory  manner.  In  some 
Districts,  however,  the  existing  sewerage  systems  and  disposal  works  are 
being  fully  taxed  due  to  the  increased  housing  development.  In  some  cases, 
separate  drainage  systems  are  being  provided  for  surface  water  and  for 
sewage  to  avoid  overtaxing  the  existing  drainage  systems. 

Schemes  for  modernising  sewage  disposal  works  at  Blackridge,  Bridgend, 
Dalmeny  and  Newton  have  been  under  consideration  by  the  County  Council 
for  some  time.  Other  schemes  requiring  similar  attention  are  situated  at 
Livingston  Station  and  Seafield. 

A large  number  of  main  sewers  have  been  extended  during  the  year  in 
order  to  serve  the  various  housing  schemes  now  under  development. 


SCAVENGING. 

The  Special  Scavenging  Districts  are  Bathville,  Blackburn,  Blackridge, 
Bo’ness,  Bridgend,  Linlithgow,  Broxburn  (including  Uphall,  Uphall  Station, 
Roman  Camp  and  East  Burnside),  Carriden,  Dalmeny,  East  Whitburn, 
Fauldhouse,  Kirkliston,  Linlithgowbridge,  Livingston  Station,  Longridge, 
Muirhouses,  Newtown,  Seafield,  Stoneyburn,  Torphichen,  Westfield,  Whiteside 
and  Winchburgh. 

Work  in  the  various  Districts  has  been  carried  out  fairly  satisfactorily 
during  the  year. 

Methods  adopted  in  the  various  Districts  are  as  follows  : — 

In  Broxburn,  cleansing  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  The  refuse  is 
collected  daily  and  disposed  of  in  coups,  all  properly  fenced  and  kept  so  as 
to  cause  least  possible  nuisance,  and  a good  service  is  being  maintained. 
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Iii  Whiteside  and  Bathville  Districts,  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by 
Burgh  employees,  by  agreement  with  the  Town  Councils  of  Bathgate  and 
Armadale  respectively. 

In  the  remaining  Districts,  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  under 
contract,  the  refuse  being  disposed  of  in  coups  which  arc  situated,  fenced  and 
kept  so  as  not  to  cause  nuisance. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  Whitburn  and  Livingston  District 
Council  to  discontinue  refuse  collection  under  contract  by  instituting  service 
by  direct  labour  throughout  their  area.  This  scheme,  which  necessitated 
the  purchase  of  two  refuse  collection  motor  vehicles,  is  expected  to  be  put 
into  operation  during  the  early  part  of  1948. 

In  all  Special  Districts,  scavengers  are  employed  by  the  District  Councils 
to  assist  with  the  collection  of  refuse  and  to  sweep  streets  and  roadways. 

Scavenging  in  the  small  villages  of  Breich,  Greenrigg,  Philpstoun  and 
Newton  continues  to  be  undertaken  and  carried  out  regularly  by  property 
owners. 

During  the  year  there  was  collected  by  the  scavenging  employees  and 
various  organisations  in  the  County,  58  tons  18  cwts.  waste  paper,  1 ton 
3 cwts.  scrap  iron,  and  10  cwts.  textiles.  It  is  anticipated  that  these  figures 
will  be  improved  on  next  year  when  the  direct  labour  scheme  for  scavenging 
in  Whitburn  and  Livingston  area  comes  into  force. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Within  the  Landward  Area  of  the  County  there  are  two  offensive  trades 
in  operation,  one  being  a fertiliser  plant  at  Cawburn,  Drumshoreland, 
Broxburn,  and  the  other  a glueworks  at  Preston  Road,  Linlithgow.  Both  are 
reasonably  well  maintained. 

During  the  year  extra  sanitary  accommodation  for  both  sexes  was  provided 
at  the  glueworks,  Linlithgow. 


NUISANCES. 

Twenty  written  intimations  referring  to  nuisances  were  issued  under 
Section  19  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897.  In  the  main  these 
related  to  defective  drains  and  insanitary  ashpits. 

There  were  3 burials  undertaken  at  the  instance  of  the  Local  Authority 
in  terms  of  Section  69  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

During  the  year  many  complaints  were  made  regarding  the  condition  of 
burning  bing  at  Easton  Colliery,  Bathgate,  the  fumes  from  which  were  causing 
nuisance  in  the  surrounding  area.  Representations  were  made  on  several 
occasions  to  the  National  Coal  Board  officials,  and  meetings  were  held  in 
which  the  Department  of  Health  was  involved,  but  so  far  no  material 
improvement  has  been  effected. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS. 

Burial  grounds  continue  to  be  well  cared  for  and  no  cause  for  complaint 
has  arisen.  Work  of  extension  to  the  cemetery  at  Fauldhouse  commenced 
during  the  year  and  is  now  nearing  completion.  Several  burials  have  already 
taken  place  in  the  extended  area.  Plans  have  also  been  prepared  for  extension 
to  the  cemetery  at  Livingston  Village  but  so  far  final  approval  of  the  plans 
has  not  yet  been  given. 
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Five  public  mortuaries  are  available,  1 at  Bathgate,  1 at  Bo'ness,  I at 
Broxburn  and  2 at  South  Qucensferry. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  only  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  Landward  Area  of  the 
County,  situated  in  Broxburn,  which  is  suitably  constructed  and  equipped 
for  the  purpose,  and  provides  accommodation  for  95  lodgers.  From  regular 
inspection  throughout  the  year  it  was  found  that  the  premises  are  kept  in  a 
clean  condition. 

Previously  there  were  two  such  lodging  houses,  the  other  being  at  Uphall, 
but  this  one  has  now  ceased  to  exist  as  a lodging  house,  having  been  converted 
into  a factory  for  the  purpose  of  bookbinding. 


SCHOOLS. 

The  Schools  within  the  County  are  under  the  charge  of  the  County 
Architect  who  is  responsible  for  their  maintenance. 

FACTORIES. 

Within  the  Landward  Area  of  the  County  there  are  93  factories,  many 
of  which  have  been  examined  during  the  year,  the  number  of  inspections 
being  210. 

During  the  year,  1 certificate  was  issued  with  respect  to  means  of  escape 
in  case  of  fire. 


RIVERS’  POLLUTION. 

Regular  inspection  of  streams  is  carried  out  throughout  the  County  by  an 
Inspector  appointed  by  the  County  Council  for  this  purpose.  It  is  the 
Inspector’s  duty  to  trace  any  pollution  of  streams  and  take  steps  to  have 
pollution  prevented,  and  as  a result  of  this  official  being  able  to  devote  his 
full  time  to  this  class  of  work,  the  streams  are  in  fairly  good  condition,  although 
there  is  room  for  improvement  in  some  areas.  When  occasion  arises,  assistance 
to  the  Inspector  is  rendered  by  this  Department. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

During  the  year  5692  pounds  of  frozen  meat  and  837  pounds  of  corned 
beef  were  seized  and  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
2682  pounds  of  tinned  foodstuffs  were  also  seized  and  condemned  during 
inspections  of  retailers’  stocks.  This  latter  figure  should  greatly  decrease  as 
army  surplus  stores,  which  have  been  distributed  to  retailers,  are  consumed. 
8607  pounds  of  other  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  a large  proportion  of  this  figure  consisting  of  fruit  and  large 
quantities  of  perished  and  damaged  foodstuffs  examined  at  the  N.A.A.F.I. 
Depot  situated  in  South  Queensferry. 

There  are  two  public  Slaughterhouses  in  the  County,  one  in  Linlithgow 
and  one  in  Armadale,  both  of  which  are  maintained  by  the  Town  Councils 
of  the  Burghs  concerned. 

Statement  for  the  year  in  relation  to  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
and  weight  of  condemnations  for  each  slaughterhouse  is  as  follows  : — 
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LINLITHGOW. 


Number  of  An 

MALS 

Weight  (in  Lbs) 

Class  of 

Wholly 

Partially 

of  condemned 

Animals. 

Slaughtered 

Condemned 

Condemned 

Meat  & Offals 

Cattle 

1730 

20 

712 

Sheep 

5455 

5 

54 

28,029 

Pigs  

18 

— 

— 

Calves 

290 

1 

8 

ARMADALE. 

Cattle 

2173 

5 

560  > 

Sheep 

5474 

4 

56 

40,690 

Pigs  

11 

2 

5 

Calves 

1623 

— 

_ J 

In  addition  there  is  one  horse  slaughterhouse  situated  at  East  Main 
Street,  Broxburn,  where  horses  are  slaughtered  for  human  consumption. 
The  number  slaughtered  during  1947  was  1480  and  the  approximate  weight 
of  condemned  meat  was  33,600  pounds.  Causes  which  commonly  accounted 
for  condemnation  were  emaciation,  bruising,  and  mainly  signs  of  grass  sick- 
ness. Animals  slaughtered,  while  not  worn  out  horses  in  the  usually  accepted 
sense  of  the  term,  were  animals  which  had  some  physical  defect  rendering 
them  unsuitable  for  heavy  work.  The  mechanisation  of  agricultural  imple- 
ments also  created  a surplus  of  horses,  only  the  better  class  of  animal  now 
being  kept  on  the  farms. 

Several  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  when  the  slaughterhouse 
was  found  to  be  well  maintained  and  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACT,  1914. 

During  the  year  inspection  of  all  registered  premises  was  carried  out. 
In  several  of  the  dairies  where  non-designated  milk  was  being  produced,  it 
was  found  that  the  premises  were  not  altogether  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  the  Dairy  Bye-laws.  Many  of  the  farmers,  however,  propose  carrying 
out  repairs  and  alterations  to  their  premises  in  collaboration  with  this 
Department  and  improvement  in  many  cases  can  be  expected. 

During  the  year  improvements  were  carried  out  at  the  following  farms  : — 
Mid  Breich,  West  Calder ; Bughtknowes,  Bathgate  ; Low  Port  Dairy, 
Linlithgow  ; Swineabbey,  Blackburn  ; Haugh,  Newbridge  ; Carribber  Mill, 
Linlithgow  ; East  Bangour,  Uphall  ; Bumhouse,  Whitburn  ; Barracks, 
Livingston  Station  ; Rashierigg,  Longridge  ; and  Craighead,  Fauldhouse. 

There  are  227  registered  dairy  premises  within  the  County  of  which  40 
are  producer  retailers,  159  producers  supplying  milk  either  to  retailers  or  to 
creameries  for  pasteurisation,  and  28  being  dealers  only.  The  approximate 
number  of  cows  in  registered  dairy  premises  is  4230. 

There  is  also  a number  of  farms  throughout  the  County  where  an  odd 
cow  or  two  is  kept  for  the  supply  of  milk  to  farm  workers,  etc.  It  is  noted 
that  there  are  still  5 retailers  who  are  supplied  from  herds  not  being  Tuber- 
culin Tested  herds,  and  also  24  producer  retailers  who  are  not  producing 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk.  The  bulk  of  the  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  produced 
goes  to  the  creameries  for  pasteurisation  and  it  is  felt,  by  re-arrangement  of 
supplies,  all  retailers  could  be  supplied  from  Tuberculin  Tested  producers, 
thereby  increasing  the  consumption  of  " safe  ” milk  in  the  County.  The 
question  of  re-arrangement  of  supplies,  of  course,  is  a matter  for  the  Scottish 
Milk  Marketing  Board. 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS  (SCOTLAND) 

1936-44. 


Progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  transference  of  producers 
of  ordinary  milk  to  classified  milk.  Designated  licences  at  the  end  of  the  year 
numbered  82,  being  1 Certified,  01  Tuberculin  Tested  and  20  Standard, 
representing  41.2%  of  all  producers  in  the  County.  All  designated  premises 
are  visited  periodically  and  samples  of  milk  produced  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  chemical  analysis.  During  the  year  268  samples  were 
obtained  for  bacterial  count,  24.33%  of  which  did  not  comply  with  the  Milk 
Orders.  148  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis,  all  of  which  satisfied 
the  test,  the  average  butter  fat  content  being  3.95%  and  solids  other  than 
butter  fat  being  8.93%. 

There  is  one  pasteurising  plant  within  the  County  which  on  inspection 
has  always  been  found  to  be  well  maintained  and  conducted.  19  samples  of 
pasteurised  milk  were  obtained  from  these  premises  during  the  year  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  2 for  chemical  analysis.  All  samples  complied 
with  the  Milk  Orders. 

During  the  year  the  County  Council  authorised  the  establishing  of  a milk 
laboratory  at  the  County  Buildings  for  the  purpose  of  testing  milk  under 
the  Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme.  Work  on  the  construction  of  the  labor- 
atory has  already  commenced  and  it  is  hoped  to  have  it  in  operation  during 
the  forthcoming  year. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

During  the  year,  33  samples  of  sweet  milk,  2 samples  of  pasteurised  milk 
and  1 sample  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were  taken  for  public  analysis. 
33  proved  to  be  genuine,  while  3 were  found  to  be  deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the 
extent  of  at  least  30%,  14.3%  and  14.3%.  The  three  dairymen  who  sold 
the  milk  deficient  in  milk  fat  were  prosecuted  and  each  fined  £5. 

The  average  milk  fat  content  of  all  milk  samples  taken  was  3.88%  and 
solids  other  than  milk  fat  8.85%,  the  minimum  requirements  being  3%  and 
8.50%  respectively. 


BUILDING  REGULATIONS. 

Apart  from  housing  schemes  within  the  Landward  Area  of  the  County, 
1 05  sets  of  plans  wei'e  examined  and  reported  upon  for  the  erection  of  new 
buildings  and  improvements  to  existing  buildings. 

Thirty-five  applied  to  alterations  to  and  modernising  of  dwcllinghouses, 
10  to  erection  of  dwcllinghouses,  13  to  erection  of  garages,  4 to  erection  of  work- 
shops and  factories,  8 to  alterations  to  dairy  premises,  piggeries,  etc.,  3 to  pro- 
vision of  ice  cream  preparation  rooms,  4 to  erection  of  greenhouses,  6 to 
erection  of  W.C.  accommodation  in  works,  public  conveniences,  etc.,  10  to 
erection  and  alteration  of  huts,  sheds,  stores,  halls,  etc.,  1 to  alteration  of  shop, 
1 to  conversion  of  air  raid  shelter  to  canteen,  2 to  extension  and  alteration  to 
bakeries,  1 to  erection  of  petrol  filling  station,  1 to  erection  of  water  tower. 
1 to  conversion  of  air  raid  shelter  to  surgery,  1 to  erection  of  sub-area  offices, 
1 to  erection  of  temporary  school  buildings,  1 to  conversion  of  air  raid  shelter 
to  slabbing  shed,  1 to  alteration  of  bar  and  lounge,  and  1 to  erection  of 
cooking  depot. 
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PREMISES  WHERE  FOODS  ARE  MANUFACTURED, 
PREPARED,  STORED  OR  EXPOSED  FOR  SALE. 

Inspections  were  made  of  premises  coming  within  this  category  and 
conditions  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory.  In  one  instance,  however, 
that  of  a bakehouse,  exception  was  taken  during  the  year  to  the  condition 
of  the  premises,  the  construction  of  the  bakehouse  being  in  such  a state  that 
the  tenant  was  requested  to  carry  out  immediate  repairs,  failing  which  the 
premises  were  to  be  condemned  as  being  unlit  for  the  production  of  food- 
stuffs. The  tenant  elected  to  vacate  the  premises  pending  extensive  alterations 
plans  for  which  have  been  approved  but  the  work  on  which  has  not  yet 
commenced. 


HOUSING. 

During  the  year  progress  on  housing  is  recorded  as  follows  :• — 

WINCHBURGH. — Fifteen  x 3-apartments  and  26  x 4-apartments  were 
completed  and  occupied,  while  24  x 4-apartments  and  4 x 5-apai-tments 
were  under  construction,  some  of  these  being  near  completion. 

EAST  WHITBURN. — Eight  x 3-apartments  and  8 x 4-apartments 
were  completed  and  occupied,  thus  completing  the  scheme  of  86,  70  of  which 
were  completed  in  pre-war  development. 

BLACKBURN. — Twenty-four  B.I.S.F.  houses  were  completed  and 
occupied.  Under  construction  there  were  20  Swedish  Rural  houses,  and 
56  Traditional  houses  consisting  of  6 x 3-apartments,  42  x 4-apartments  and 
8 x 5-apartments.  In  the  same  housing  area  the  Scottish  Special  Housing 
Association  were  also  engaged  in  the  construction  of  26  Traditional  houses, 
all  being  of  4-apartments,  and  commencement  was  made  on  site  preparation 
by  the  Scottish  Special  Housing  Association  in  the  housing  development  for 
300  Weir  Steel  houses  to  be  erected  for  transferred  and  local  miners.  In 
addition,  25  Temporary  Aluminium  houses  were  erected  and  occupied  in  this 
village. 

FAULDHOUSE. — Twenty-five  Temporary  Aluminium  houses  were 
erected  by  the  Ministry  of  Works,  completed  and  occupied,  while  the  County 
Council  proceeded  with  site  preparation  to  accommodate  110  Traditional 
houses  and  28  Cruden  houses.  While  arrangements  were  made  for  erection 
of  the  Cruden  houses  on  this  site,  the  scheme  of  erection  of  Traditional  houses 
is  delayed  awaiting  approval  of  the  Department  of  Health. 

LINLITHGOWBRIDGE. — Seventeen  Temporary  Uni-Seco  houses  were 
completed  and  occupied,  the  remaining  8 houses  in  the  scheme  being  delayed 
and  awaiting  completion  of  retaining  walls,  etc. 

BLACKRIDGE. — Twenty-five  Temporary  Uni-Seco  houses  were  erected 
and  occupied  on  a site  at  the  West  End  of  the  village,  while  negotiations 
were  opened  in  connection  with  housing  development  on  a site  to  the  rear  of 
McLean  Terrace. 

ARMADALE — (West  End). — The  Housing  Association  are  engaged  on 
a site  for  the  erection  of  130  houses,  being  106  x 4-apartments  and  24  x 5- 
apartments.  24  of  these  houses  are  earmarked  for  transferred  miners. 

BROXBURN — FIVESTANKS. — The  Housing  Association  are  also 
engaged  in  the  Fivestanks  Housing  Development  in  erecting  150  houses, 
being  120  x 4-apartments  and  30  x 5-apartmcnts,  of  which  22  x 4-apartments 
and  4 x 5-apartments  were  completed  and  occupied.  In  the  same  area  of 
development  the  County  Council  completed  20  B.I.S.F.  houses,  another  6 of 
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this  type  being  near  completion.  Work  on  .'{ft  Traditional  houses  was  also 
commenced  during  the  year.  In  addition,  48  Temporary  Uni-Seco  houses 
were  erected  by  the  Ministry  of  Works.  These  were  completed  and  occupied. 

SEAFIELD. — The  only  scheme  in  this  area  was  that  of  25  Temporary 
Uni-Seco  houses  which  were  erected  by  the  Ministry  of  Works,  22  of  which 
were  completed  and  occupied,  the  remaining  3 being  near  completion. 

TORPHICHEN. — In  the  course  of  the  year,  work  was  commenced  on 
the  erection  of  30  Traditional  houses,  consisting  of  24  x 3-apartrnents, 
8 x 4-apartments  and  4 x 5-apartments. 

BATHGATE — FALSIDE. — At  this  site,  7 ft  x 4-apartment  houses  are 
being  erected  by  the  Scottish  Special  Housing  Association. 

NEWTOWN — BO ’NESS. — The  Housing  Association  were  engaged  during 
the  year  in  the  construction  of  56  Swedish  Urban  Type  houses.  Of  these, 
46  were  completed  and  occupied,  6 being  allocated  to  transferred  miners 
In  addition,  the  Housing  Association  also  commenced  work  on  erection  of 
32  Traditional  4-apartment  houses. 

STONEYBURN. — The  following  schemes  were  under  construction 
during  the  year  : — 25  Temporary  Uni-Seco  houses  being  erected  by  the 
Ministry  of  Works  ; 24  x 4-apartment  Traditional  houses  being  erected  by 
the  Housing  Association  ; and  30  Traditional  houses  being  erected  by  the 
County  Council. 

In  addition  to  the  schemes  referred  to  above,  negotiations  have  been 
taking  place  in  connection  with  housing  development  in  other  areas  of  the 
County.  The  Architects  have  been  engaged,  surveys  made  and  layout  plans 
are  in  course  of  preparation  for  the  following  villages  : — Ecclesmachan, 
Livingston  Village,  Longridge,  Kirkliston,  Newton,  Philpstoun  and  Uphall 
Station. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  observed  that  during  the  year  there  were 
completed  and  occupied  101  permanent  houses  erected  by  the  County  Council, 
72  permanent  houses  erected  by  the  Scottish  Special  Housing  Association 
and  162  Temporary  houses  erected  by  the  Ministry  of  Works. 

Nearing  completion  there  were  54  permanent  houses  being  erected  by  the 
County  Council,  38  permanent  houses  being  erected  by  the  Scottish  Special 
Housing  Association  and  36  Temporary  houses  being  erected  by  the  Ministry 
of  Works. 

Others  in  course  of  erection  included  158  permanent  houses  being  erected 
by  the  County  Council  and  674  permanent  houses  being  erected  by  the  Scottish 
Special  Housing  Association. 
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